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Queen

You can easily tell them apart \*
from the other ants because

they’re larger. In her youth she
has wings but breaks them off
once fertilized by male ants.

You might think, “Ants, bah;
why’s there even a book
about something so small
and unimportant?” But you’re
wrong, children! Ants are

the largest group of insects
on the planet. Allegedly,
anywhere from 25,000 to
35,000 ant species populate
Earth, though scientists have
only managed to document
roughly half of them. Ant
pbehaviour and actions greatly
influence natural ecosystems.
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i The queen is the most important
member of any ant hill. These rulers
are the mothers of the entire colony,
diligently laying eggs and making sure
the community doesn’t go extinct and
always has enough industrious worker
ants at its disposal. A typical ant queen
lives for up to 20 years.

Workers Male ants
3% K<

The biggest group in the entire Winged male ants
ant hill, some are in charge of have an extremely
maintaining and repairing the short lifespan. They
colony while other workers : die as soon as
seek food and feed the queen. { I they fulfil their life’s
Another important group of mission—to fertilize
? workers takes care of eggs, the queen.

pupae, and larvae.

Related to wasps, bees, and
bumblebees, ants evolved
100 million years ago from the
reclusive bees. Just like wasps, edV
bees, and bumblebees, so do
ants live in large colonies which is
why we call them social insects.
Looking behind the curtain of the
ant way of life, we can see that in
some sense these crawlies are a
lot like us, humans.

Worker
soldiers S

Equipped with
frightening-looking
mandibles, they
protect the ant hill
from predators and
other threats.
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When an ant is hungry

When a fed worker ant meets another worker
that’s hungry, what will it do? It’ll share, by
feeding the latter with its mouth. Besides
exchanging nutrients, the adult ants also swap
important news and information.

All senses at once

When two ants meet they start communicating,
using their sense of smell, taste, sight, touch, and
hearing. In this way two members of the same
colony can safely recognize each other and
convey significant information, such as where a
source of tasty food is or if there’s some danger
lurking around.

Body of an ant ¥

) Feelers
% ",‘ % They allow ants to gather

. any necessary information
N about their environment,
feeler : * get to know it better, and
5 =N transmit it further.

Mandibles

Ants use them to Kill, tear
apart, bite off, and chew their
food, but also to move stuff
around and dig tunnels.
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Worker Queen
antS Compared to

workers, queens !
have larger eyes, ,
a more robust thorax, i

N

Worker ants have
smaller eyes, usually

a stinger, and a pair of and bigger butt. ¢ stinger
mandibles which are \\
quite large relative to
the head. %g
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vs, others unde

Leave us
alone, we're getting
our tans.

Well, you're not
really resembling me
right now.
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Running to survive x

Desert ants have evolved their running
style and speed in order to survive. The
faster they manage to reach food in the
orter amount
d to the

Faster, or the sun
wi[[ bake me a[ive
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underground is

great, though
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Eﬁelp a disaster has befaller‘f us, cleagpoﬁ’ téé save f

rselves! Anyone who has their WL’[S abou"ﬁ‘ﬁ?‘em is e
‘Funnnng away. From what? A htf@e array of the s;nost fearéd
predators in the world—the fire ants. They marchwforward
;m.,not«fakmg pity on anythmg or any@ne G Aot ;
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Al Lo , elp, fire ants!

And now we'll turn Heelp, tire an

e People, too, are afraid of fire ants as they can
lnto ,Watel‘ gants . destroy harvests, eliminate farm animals, and
The fearsome fire ants can adapt toany disrupt the foundations of houses by digging
environment, simply by changing their state long underground passages.

—from solid to liquid. Yes, scientists have ;A
witnessed the ants literally pour through
a narrow funnel, just Ij‘k”e' thick syrup.
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Water ahead

No obstacle can stop them. There’s an
endless water course spanning ahead? No
problem! They immediately form a raft with
their bodies and get to the opposite bank.
It doesn’t matter that the voyage can take
up to 14 days.
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Ants build large ant hills and are quite a diligent
insect species, you might be thinking. Can there be
anything interesting about them at all? you wonder.
There can and indeed there is! In fact, the ant world
is one of the most interesting ones you can visit!
Some ant species are feared bloodthirsty warriors,
others head-hunters, and yet other ones skilled leaf
cutters, weavers, or aphid keepers. And there are
also others that love raiding the nests of enemy ants
and stealing anything they find there. Ants seem to
act like people sometimes, don’t you think?
Let’s take a closer look.
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